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Box No. I 



Basis of the report 



, which is the language of a 



1 . With regard to tlie language, tins report is based on: 

The international application in the language in which it was filed 

A translation of the international application into 
translation flimished for the purposes of: 

I I international search (under Rules 12.3(a) and 23 . 1 (b)) 
I — I publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4(a)) 
I — I mtemational preliminary examination (Rules 55.2(a) and/or 553(a)) 

furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under ArUcle Maiei eferred to in this repori a ^ y 
filed'' and are not annexed to this report)\ 
[X] the intemational application as origmally filed/fumished 

I I the description: 

pages as origmally filed/furnished 
pages* received by this Authority on witli the letter of 
received by this Authority on with the letter of 



j I the claims: 



I I the drawings: 



pages" 

pages 

pages' 
pages' 
pages 



* 



as origiually filed/furnished 

as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 
received by this Authority on with tlie letter of 
received by this Authority on with the letter of 



pages 
pages* 

pages 



3. 



4. 



* 



as originally filed/furnished 

received by this Authority on with the letter of . 
received by this Autliority on • with the letter of 

□ • a sequence Usting and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listmg. 
[ [ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I [ the description, pages 
[ [ the claims, Nos. 

the drawings, sheets/figs 
I [ the sequence listing (specify)'. 
I [ any table(s) related to the sequence listing C^;?ecz^>): 

70.2(c)). 

I I the description, pages 

I [ the claims, Nos, 

I I the drawings, sheets/figs 

I I die sequence listing (specify): 

j — I any table(s) i-elated to the sequence listing (specify) : 

If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded," ^ 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 

citations and explanations supporting such statement 


industrial applicability; 


1. Statement 


• 




Novelty (N) 


Claims 1-23 


YES 




Claims 


NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 1-23 


. YES 




Claims 


iNtJ 


Industrial applicability (lA) 


Claims 1 — 23 


YES 


1 * 


Claims 


NO ■ 1 



Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

The foUowing document identified in the hitemational Search Report is considered to be the closest relevant 
prior art: 

Dl: Standard Test Method for Maturity of Cotton Fibers (Sodium Hydroxide Swelling and Polarized Light 
Procedures). ASTM Designation D1442-80 
Novelty rNT). Inventive Step (IS) 

Dl discloses a method and apparatus for classifying whether cotton fibres are mature or imiiiature which 
SclSes e^posSg t^^^^^ to polarized light, capturing an image through crossed polar lenses and a 

con^^isa^^^^^ and manually comparing the measured interference colours wxth known reference data^ ^ 
SZe^ Dl d?esS)t disclose the use of computer image analysis tot is capable of determmmg the inatunly of 
S fi^S'b^ comp^Sg the image to reference'^data. Clamis 1 - 23 therefore satisfy the requirements for 

novelty. 

Furthermore it is considered that in this art it would not be a trivial exercise to establish conq,uter analysis that is 

d;termining fibre, maturity directly tiirough comparison of interference data -J*-^-- data. 
Therefore the subject matter of these claims is not obvious and meets the requirements of Article 33(3) PCT with 
regard to inventive step. 
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